
The Sunday of the 
Passion

The Episcopal Church in Garrett County 
worshipping at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

the episcopal diocese of maryland
10 A.M. ◊ March 29, 2026



St. Matthew’s and St. John’s
Episcopal Church

Easter Lily Memorial Flowers

Please indicate below the number of  plants you 
would like to order and the names of  those family 
members and loved ones in whose memory they 

will be placed and return it to the church 
with your check by Tuesday, March 31st. 

If  mailing:
St. Matthew’s - PO Box 303, Oakland, MD 21550

St. John’s - PO Box 414, Oakland, MD 21550

Ordering ______ Plants @ $15.00 each.

In Memory Of:

Given By:
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)



3

The Sunday of the Passion

March 29, 2026 • 10 am 			                                                         Holy Eucharist

Celebrant	 Blessed is the King who comes in the name of  the Lord.
People		  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of  our salvation, that we may 
		  enter with joy upon the contemplation of  those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 
		  and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People	 Amen.

The Liturgy of the Palms

Reader		  A reading from the Gospel of  Luke.	 Luke 19:29-40

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People		  And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People		  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant	 It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of  love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of  Jerusalem in triumph, and 
was proclaimed as King of  kings by those who spread their garments and branches of  palm along 
his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of  his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives 
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

People 	 Amen.

Celebrant	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.
People		  Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant	 Let us go forth in peace.
People		  In the name of  Christ. Amen.

When Jesus had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of  Olives, he 
sent two of  the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of  you, and as you enter it you will find 
tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If  anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found it as 
he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks 
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As 
he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of  Olives, the whole multitude of  the dis-
ciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of  power that they had seen, 
saying, “Blessed is the king  who comes in the name of  the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest heaven!”  Some of  the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if  these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Be thankful, be silent, be reverent, for this is the House of God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord.

During the service, let the Lord speak to you.
After the service, speak to one another.
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Hymn 154					     All glory, laud, and honor	

Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.
Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

The Word of God

Celebrant	 I see you
People		  We are here.
Celebrant	 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People         	 God’s mercy endures for ever.
 
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
		  Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your 	Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
		  love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People		  Amen.
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Hymn S-100 				    Trisagion	

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.
		  Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior
		  Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example
		  of  his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of  his suffering, and also share 
		  in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
		  one God, for ever and ever. 

People 		  Amen.
	

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
Copyright: Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.
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The people sit.

The First Lesson									I        saiah 50:4-9a  

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of  a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The 
Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back 
to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near.  
Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront 
me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Reader		  The Word of  the Lord
People		  Thanks be to God

Psalm 31:9-16  	 In te, Domine, speravi

 	 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
		  my eye is consumed with sorrow,
		  and also my throat and my belly. 

 	 For my life is wasted with grief,
		  and my years with sighing; *
		  my strength fails me because of  affliction,
		  and my bones are consumed.  

	 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
		  a dismay to those of  my acquaintance; *
		  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 	 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of  mind; *
		  I am as useless as a broken pot.  

 	 For I have heard the whispering of  the crowd;
		  fear is all around; *
		  they put their heads together against me;
		  they plot to take my life. 

	 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
		  I have said, "You are my God.  

 	 My times are in your hand; *
		  rescue me from the hand of  my enemies,
		  and from those who persecute me. 

	 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
		  and in your loving-kindness save me."  
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The Second Lesson	 Phillipians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of  God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of  
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself  and 
became obedient to the point of  death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of  Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of  God the Father. 

Reader		  The Word of  the Lord
People		  Thanks be to God
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The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 26:36 - 27:66
			 
Celebrant	 The Passion of  our Lord Jesus Christ
		  according to Matthew
	

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.”  37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated.  
38 Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.”  39 And going 
a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet 
not what I want but what you want.”  40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?  41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of 
trial; † the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”  43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were heavy.  44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.  
45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.  48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The 
one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.”  49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.  
50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 
him.  51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear.  52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will per-
ish by the sword.  53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels?  54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?”  55 At that 
hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.  56 But all this has taken place, so that the 
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Jesus before the High Priest

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the el-
ders had gathered.  58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going 
inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end.  59 Now the chief priests and the whole council 
were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death,  60 but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward  61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ”  62 The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it 
that they testify against you?”  63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before 
the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, † the Son of God.”  64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell 
you, 

From now on you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of Power 
and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have 
now heard his blasphemy.  66 What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.”  67 Then they spat in his 
face and struck him; and some slapped him,  68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! † Who is it that struck you?” 

Peter’s Denial of Jesus

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean.”  70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.”  71 When he went 
out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Naz-
areth.” †  72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.”  73 After a little while the bystanders came up 
and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.”  74 Then he began to curse, and 
he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed.  75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus 
had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Jesus Brought before Pilate

27 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in order
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to bring about his death.  2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

The Suicide of Judas

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus † was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and the elders.  4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent † blood.” But they said, 
“What is that to us? See to it yourself.”  5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he 
went and hanged himself.  6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, since they are blood money.”  7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place 
to bury foreigners.  8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  9 Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, † “And they took † the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on 
whom a price had been set, † on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price,  10 and they gave † them for the 
potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 

Pilate Questions Jesus

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 
said, “You say so.”  12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer.  13 Then Pilate 
said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?”  14 But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Barabbas or Jesus?

15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they want-
ed.  16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus † Barabbas.  17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said 
to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus † Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” †  18 For 
he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.  19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, 
his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because 
of a dream about him.”  20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to 
have Jesus killed.  21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And 
they said, “Barabbas.”  22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” † All of 
them said, “Let him be crucified!”  23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; † see to it yourselves.”  25 Then the 
people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”  26 So he released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, † and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him.  28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,  29 and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!”  30 They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  31 After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross.  33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),  34 they offered him wine 
to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  35 And when they had crucified him, they divid-
ed his clothes among themselves by casting lots; †  36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him.  37 Over his 
head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  39 Those who passed by de-
rided † him, shaking their heads  40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”  41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with 
the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,  42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. † He is the King of 
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.  43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him 
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ”  44 The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in 
the same way. 



10

The Death of Jesus

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land † until three in the afternoon.  46 And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.”  48 At once one of them ran and 
got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink.  49 But the others said, “Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to save him.” †  50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. †  51 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 
split.  52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.  53 After his 
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many.  54 Now when the centu-
rion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” † 

55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had pro-
vided for him.  56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of 
the sons of Zebedee. 

The Burial of Jesus

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 
Jesus.  58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  59 So Joseph 
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth  60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. 
He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.  61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

The Guard at the Tomb

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate  
63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’  64 

Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him 
away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.”  
65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard † of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” †  66 So they went with the 
guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

A period of  silent reflection follows the reading of  the Passion Gospel
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The Prayers of the People, Form III
	
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of  the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of  your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of  the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief  or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of  others.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

Celebrant
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to
you; my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins,
but the faith of  your Church, and give to us the peace and
unity of  that heavenly City, where with the Father and the
Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

	

The Peace

Celebrant		  The peace of  the Lord be always with you.
People	 	 	 And also with you.

Please warmly greet one another with the peace of  Christ
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Hymn S-124					    Holy, holy, holy Lord 	  

The Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing. 

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People		  And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People		  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People		  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
		  Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted 
		  high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, 
		  he became the source of  eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, 
		  joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever 
		  sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:

The Holy Communion
Offertory
Please stand, as able, as the Offering is brought to the Altar
Celebrant	 All things come of  thee, O Lord
People		  And of  thine own have we given thee.

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
Copyright: Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.



Celebrant	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of  the world.

	 In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have 
brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life.

	 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”  After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of  me.”  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People		  We remember his death,
		  We proclaim his resurrection,
		  We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant	 And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new 

	 Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [ ___________ and] all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  
all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our salvation.  By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

People	 AMEN.

The People stand or kneel, as able
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The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread S-161

All here are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us.  Our tradition is to receive both bread and wine, sharing the common 
cup.  Please assist the chalice bearer by guiding the cup to your lips.  You may receive the bread only, if  you prefer.  After consum-
ing the bread, simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you do not wish to receive the wine.  You may also “intinct” 
by dipping the bread into the chalice.  If  you desire only a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest when you come to the 
rail.

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
Copyright: Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Post Communion Hymn 168		  O sacred head, sore wounded (v. 1-3)	

The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant		  Let us pray.
Celebrant and People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
		  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
		  Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
		  strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart;
		  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal
Celebrant	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		  Thanks be to God.
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st. matthew’s episcopal church

announcements

March 29 - April 5, 2026

lenten meditations
Lenten Meditations and Holy Eucharist are held 
at St. Matthew’s from 12 noon- 12:30 PM each 
Wednesday throughout Lent.

house church
House Church will meet on Wednesday, April 1st 
for a special Holy Week meeting, and again for their 
regular study on April 8th. The group meets every 
other Wednesday at 7:30 pm at the Ludwig home at 
101 F Street in Mt. Lake Park. The schedule can be 
found in the e-news. This session will be a study of  
the The Mystery of  the Holy Spirit. All are welcome 
to join at any time!

episcopals
The first EpiscoPals of  2026 will be held on April 
19th. Please note that the time for this gathering 
will begin at 5pm. It will be hosted by Kathie Smith, 
Sharon Teets, and Barb Chesley and will be held at 
Kathie’s home located at 25 G Street in Mt. Lake Park. 
If  anyone has any questions, please reach out to 
Kathie at 301-616-3249.

We have hosts for the June gathering, but if  you would 
like to host another available month, let Julie know.

stephen’s table
Our next meal will be served on Thursday, April 
23rd from 5-6:30 pm. If  you can help in any way, 
contact Kip Senholzi at kwsenholzi@comcast.net, 
or simply show up and have some fun with us! The 
Nearly New will be open during this time, also.

seekers 
The Seekers will gather again on April 26th after 
church for a hike at New Germany State Park. All in 
attendance should bring a packed lunch and a drink.

The Seekers are still collecting non-perishable food 
to replenish the food pantry at the Oakland Town 
Hall. They fill the pantry at least twice per month. If  
you are able to help, please bring your donations to the 
church. 

fundraising north carolina trip
Kendall, Margot, and Jules Ludwig will be attending 
the Diocesan Summer Service Week for youth and 
young adults in Asheville, North Carolina. The cost 
of  the trip is $900 per person. In addition to the bake 
sale at the Nearly New Shop, we are also reaching out 
to our congregations for donations to help raise the 
$2,700 needed for the Ludwigs to attend. If  you would 
like to donate, plase mark on your check, cash enve-
lope, or PayPal donation that this is for the NC trip. 

2026 directories
The 2026 directories are at the back of  each church. 
Julie can email you a pdf  upon request. 

nearly new
The store is always looking for volunteers. The store 
creates a lot of  income for St. Matthew’s ministries to 
serve our church and community. The store is open 
on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 10AM - 
2PM. We are also open during Stephen’s Table on the 
next to the last Thursday of  each month from 5pm - 
6:30pm, and on Thursdays during the summer. If  your 
teen needs to earn service learning hours, they can do 
through volunteering at the store. (Anyone under 16 
years of  age must have a parent or other adult with 
them throughout their shift.)

If  you are interested in lending a hand, you can just 
show up when we are open and we will get you started, 
or you can let us know in one of  the following ways:

Send an email to nearlynewcrew@gmail.com
Contact Kathy Zimmer by cell at 412-287-7483 or by 
email at kathyzimmer24@gmail.com
Contact Maryn Fisher by cell at 240-409-6845 or by 
email at mhffisher@comcast.net
Contact Julie Hartman in her office at 301-334-2510 
ext. 3 or by email at: 
episcopalchurchingarrettcounty@gmail.com

ministers of today’s service
Celebrant:	 The Rev. Dr. Chip Lee
Reader:	 Kathleen Gibbs
Chalicist:			   Kip Senholzi
Coffee Host:	
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prayer list
We pray each Sunday and Thursday for members,  
relatives and friends of  this faith community who have 
asked for our prayers. You may call Julie in the Church 
Office at 301-334-2510 ext. 3 or email your request to:
episcopalchurchingarrettcounty@gmail.com

Let us pray to the Lord and for each other, especially 
for Nancy Ihloff; Ron Peterson; Michael Marine; Jason 
Stum; Kathy & Elon O’Connor; Mary Ely; Smith 
Lantz; Sarah Reed; Doug Anderson; Barb Riley; John 
Jorgensen; Hugh & Dolores Andrew; Jessie Harris; 
Bonnie Weiler; Dave Arnold; Jeff  Arnold; Amy 
Harmon; Kim Lovett & Family; Mary Ann Crawford; 
Michael Null; Margaret Russ; Matthew Roper & 
Family; Greg Roper; Jack Skeen; Madalyn Hoffeditz; 
Megan Morin; Marshall Stacy; Sharon Pyle; Butch 
Virts; Roberta Seward; the Hodge-Williams Family; 
Don Loomis; John & Brenda Rathgeb; Frances 
Sharpless; Laura Tasker; Walt Tasker; and for all 
whom we hold in our hearts this day.

(Silence) 

In the Diocese of  Maryland, we pray for St. Paul’s, 
Point of  Rocks; Trinity, Elkridge; St. Christopher’s, 
Linthicum Heights.

We also pray for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Carrie 
our Bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers.

In the Anglican communion we pray for the Anglican 
Church of  Melanesia.

For relatives and friends of  this faith community 
serving the victims of  disasters and political unrest 
around the world, for those who are in harm’s way in 
war zones, and for those who are working for peace 
everywhere.

For all victims of  natural disaster, terrorism, war, 
economic and environmental injustice and addiction.

Members of our Faith Community for 
whom we are praying

Linda Ludwig Baker; Diane Burns; Lexie Byrne; Betty 
Jane Cook; Bernie Ferguson; Carolyn Germain; Larry 
Glatt; Regina Ray; Stephanie Hawtof  & Kevin Rissell; 
Kolby Hefner; Dan Jonson; Smith Lantz; Madeline 
Meister; Brenda Rathgeb; Kat & Matt Rayner; Kip 
Senholzi; and Gavin Tasker.

also
Little ones have a place at St. Matthew’s!
Our Sunday school and nursery are upstairs in the Parish Hall. 
Please ask anyone for directions.

Stay in touch with us digitally!
To receive the Parish E-news, please add your name, address, 
phone number, and email address to the guest register just inside 
the door of  the narthex, or use the form on our website home 
page at www.episcopalchurchingarrettcounty.org. When you are 
not able to be with us on Sunday, you can watch the livestream 
at 10 a.m. on the 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays of  the month.

In case of  rare snow closures or sudden changes in our worship 
schedule, we will send an email to our address list announcing the 
change.

Please note that we delete addresses that report as nonexistent 
and cause our emails to bounce back. Make sure you add 
episcopalchurchingarrettcounty@gmail.com to your 
computer’s address book to ensure that our email does not end 
up in your spam folder.

upcoming church schedule
April 1 (Meditations & Eucharist 12 noon)	 St. Matthew’s
April 2 (Holy Eucharist Rite II 7:30 am)	 St. Matthew’s
April 2 (Maundy Thursday 7 pm)	 St. Matthew’s
April 3 (Good Friday 7 pm)		  St. John’s
April 5 (Easter Sunday - egg hunt to follow)	 St. John’s
April 12				    St. Matthew’s
April 19				    St. John’s
April 26th (Seekers - hike after church)	 St. Matthew’s
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Sunday, March 29th - Palm Sunday
at St. Matthew’s

10 am		  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10 am		  Sunday School upstairs in the parish hall
	 	 Coffee hour in the chancel immediately 
		  following the service

Wednesday - April 1st
12 noon		 Lenten Meditations and Holy Eucharist 
		  at St. Matthew’s 

Thursday, April 2nd 
7:30 am		 Holy Eucharist, Rite II at St. Matthew’s
7 pm		  Maundy Thursday Service at St. Matthew’s

Friday - April 2nd
7 pm		  Good Friday Liturgy at St. John’s 

Sunday, April 5th - Easter Sunday
at St. John’s

10 am		  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10 am		  Sunday School downstairs
	 	 Celebratory coffee hour in the fellowship 
		  room and an Easter egg hunt outside 
		  immediately following the service

sunday schedule
April 5th (Easter Sunday)		  St. John’s
April 12th			   St. Matthew’s
April 19th			   St. John’s
April 26th			   St. Matthew’s

weekly

1st and 3rd Sunday at St. John’s
10 am		  Holy Eucharist Rite II
10 am		  Sunday School downstairs 
2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday at St. Matthew’s
10 am		  Holy Eucharist Rite II
10 am		  Sunday School in the Parish Hall
Wednesday
10 am - 2 pm	 Nearly New Open
11 am 		  It’s in the Bag Packing at St. John’s
Thursday
7:30 am		 Holy Eucharist Rite II
Friday & Saturday
10 am - 2 pm	 Nearly New Open
		

monthly

third Sunday
5 pm	       	 EpiscoPals (April 19th at 5pm)
next-to-the-last Thursday
5 - 6:30 pm	 Stephen’s Table (April 23rd) 
monthly
11 am	       	 Seekers (April 26th)
7 pm		  Vestry/Advisory Board meeting at SM (4/30)

The Episcopal Church in Garrett 
County
the episcopal diocese of maryland

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
126 East Liberty Street
Oakland, Maryland 21550

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5234 Maryland Highway
Oakland, Maryland 21550

Office phone: 301-334-2510 ext. 3
Website: www.episcopalchurchingarrettcounty.org
E-mail: episcopalchurchingarrettcounty@gmail.com
Parish office hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 1 pm

clergy

The Rt. Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent
Bishop of Maryland

The Rev. Dr. Chip Lee
Rector, St. Matthew’s; Vicar, St. John’s

The Rev. Anne Byrne-Deitch
Assistant Priest for Christian Formation, St. Matthew’s

staff

Julie Hartman
Parish Administrator

Krysta Huxford
Senior Warden, St. Matthew’s

Mike Voelkel
Senior Warden, St. John’s

Mark Ludwig
Junior Warden, St. Matthew’s

Gladys Virts
Junior Warden, St. John’s

Leah DeLauder
Music Director

vestry/advisory board members

St. Matthew’s Vestry 
St. John’s Advisory Board	  

Rev. Anne Byrne-Deitch ~ Assistant Priest	
Mary Jane Fike ~ St. Matthew’s	
Julie Hartman ~ Parish Administrator	
Dane Huxford ~ St. Matthew’s	
Krysta Huxford ~ Senior Warden, St. Matthew’s
Rev. Dr. Chip Lee ~ Vicar, St. John’s/Rector, St. Matthew’s
Mark Ludwig ~ Junior Warden, St. Matthew’s
Liz Morin ~ St. Matthew’s
Leslie Roper ~ St. Matthew’s
Larry Shipe ~ St. John’s
Mike Shirey ~ Treasurer, St. John’s
Gladys Virts ~ Junior Warden, St. John’s
Mikey Virts ~ St. Matthew’s
Mike Voelkel ~ Senior Warden, St. John’s
Bonnie Winters ~ Treasurer, St. Matthew’s

March 29 - April 5, 2026

st. matthew’s episcopal church
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The Episcopal Church
in

Garrett County
A Beliving Community Diverse in its Faith; 

Unified in its Purpose

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
126 East Liberty Street 

Oakland, Maryland 21550

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5234 Maryland Highway

Deer Park, Maryland 21550

301-334-2510
www.episcopalchurchingarrettcounty.org


